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“Fear noc, my son,” she said, "1
have brought thee to this birth
that through thy quickening of me

. the Sons of God shall spring into
vizible creation,”

The angel stepped oat of a
gold and purple mist, robed in
gold and purple. She lad out the
entire dogma that would become
Koreshanity, built largely on the
principles of the primitive Christian
church. Teed'’s new religion
|I1L'|I.,||dn:'l,{ LREERNAT ] ml llr-{', {'tllh:_a-;":.’,
communal living and equity
between men and women.

Another revelation unfolded
muore slowly and distinguished
Koreshanity from any other
doctrine: The carth 15 hollow and
we live inside. Where you sit right
TOAY 25 Vo are rl,";ic_‘lill!_' [||i\.. Vo
are firmly on the insde shell of
the earth, held there by centrifugal
force, The ground curves upavard,
ir:'||r{"|‘|_'|;]|r|'h|'!.' becawse the earth i
large, afer all. IF vou watch a ship
on the horizon, 1t scems to drop off
and disappear, but that 15 an tllusion.
A far the sun, moon and planersy
They are at the center of this hollow
earth. The sun has a dark side and a
light side, which is how we have a
day and a |'|IghT.

Adter his illumination, Teed began
seeking followers. He was a doctor,
s0 he proselytized to his patients.
Most of them found other doctors,
His medical practice suffering, he
went from town to town, doctoring
and preaching wathout much success,
[eteated, he went home to Moravia,
MY, and ran his parents’ mop-
making business—unnl it failed.
Afier 13 years, he had a handful of
followers, including his voungest
sister sl a brother.

His luck changed on a visit to
Chicago, when he spoke to a mental
science convention, The mental
scientists loved him, especially the
women—educated, middle-class
women who willingly turned over
their money and, in some cases, left
their husbands 1o follow ham, Mo
doube, the women were attracted
to Teed's belief in gender equaliry,

N )]

COURTESY OF KOPESHAM STATE MISTORC SITE

Ged complex: Cyrus Teed changed
hiz name 1o Koresh after being told in
a vision that he was the messiah,

but also to his penetrating eves,
deep votce and dapper stvle of dress.
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who
met him later, described him as a
square-jawed, magnenc man. The
media were less complimentary.
Ome Chicago reporter called him
“an ordinary man of not the highest
grade of human origin.™

Teed changed his name to
"Koresh,” a transliteration of Cyrus
mta Hebrew, and he began to mark
the vears after his birth as ALK, for
“after Koresh.” He also developed
& bl’;,uldn'lg -Clug.lr'l "".1"[‘ ]i'.-"-;' I1'|{id{".
Drrop in and sec us.” This appeared
om brochures and lapel pins, along
with an illwstrarion of the hollow
earth split i rwo,

A Swamp to Call Home

The Koreshan Unity grew, and the
cirizens of Chicago began pushing
back, There was a bomb threat,

a rabid posse intent on ynching
Teed and a long list of disgruntled
husbands who filed lawsairs, The
miedia reported every detail,

Teed knew, from visinng the
Shaker and Harmonist communities,
thar it would be easier to build
@ utopian society away from the
persecutors and naysayers, Praver—
and a real estate agent—hbrought
him o Southwest Florida where he
met an elderly German man who
owned 320 acres of swampish land
mn whae 15 now Esrero.

Gustavy Dambkahler had known
his land had a higher purpose
when he firse sow 1t Eleven vears
hefore, while hunting for a place to
homestead, he Aoated in his rowboat
along Estero Raver under the shade
of o moss-draped oak, And as he
rested beside what would become
Teeds MNew Jerusalem, a voice oul
of nowhere commanded: “ Take and
dress unnl the Lord comes.”™

When Teed visited Dambkohler
and explained that he was, in fact,
the Lord, the elderly German gave
ham his land. {(Some have said
[¥unkohler was one of the carliest
vicgims of 2 Florida land scam.)

Teed sketched plans for a city
of 36 square miles, laid out 1o a
star partern with crushed-shell
walkwavs, There would be sunken
gardens and raised Aowerbeds and
citrus groves. T he main avenues
would be 400 Feet wide, The city
would howse 10 maillion E1|;1_;-|r||_" andl
be ecologically friendly.

“Mo dumping of sewage info
the streaims, |_}.;|‘_.' ar Gulf A
movable and continuous earth
closet will carry the *debris’
and offal of the city to a place
thirey or more miles distant,
where 10 will be transformed to
ferolization and restored o the
land surface ta be absarbed by
vegetable growth, There will
b no simudge or smoke . The
city will be constructed on the
most magnificent scale, without
the vse of so-called |'r‘||:_'|1|¢}'."

The first five Koreshans slept on
the ground outside Dambkohler's
cabin, where mosquitoes and
ground Aeas feasted on them.
Their tirse building—a log cabin
with a thatched-roof—did lictle
to discourage the insects. One
settler said ehere were “open spaces
between the logs that vou could
almaoar throw a dog through,™

Orver several vears, the Koreshans
built a dining hall, bakery, general
store, post office, laundry, blacksmith
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shop, sawmill, machine shop and,
eventaally, a poswer plant, where the
Koreshans generated steam-powered
electriciey beginning in 1916, There
was also a Victorian cottage for
the seven women who oversaw the
unity—the Planctary Court.

When the last group of Koreshans
came down from Chicago in 1903,
they filled 13 boxcars with furniture,

paintings, clothing, printing
equipment, and various possessions,
i|:||_‘||,|.|,{'|1|]_" El ].'I;II.':":' _|_"1<|I'|4,1 |!li.||||_1. "|'||<'|T

Historic artifacts: Much of what

iz laft of the Korashan society is
o di5p|a-( sl the Koreshan State
Historic Site, which has been
meticulausly restored by the state.

vear, Teed incorporated the
Koreshan Unaey mn Mew Jersew,
msdeling it on the structure of the
Standard Ol Co, a great ivony
for somecone who believed that
-i':.'l]'litill.'i.‘\.l:l'l was evil.

Al s heighe, in 1903, the Unicy
had 2000 members here in Southwest
Flonida. The Koreshans raised bees
and sold honey, built boats and
harvested trees for lumber. They
caught mullet, so plentiful that
thev rumbled against the hulls of
thetr boats. The Koreshan bakery
churned our hundreds of loaves of
bread per dav. The printing shop
pumped out Teed’s revelations by
the pound. There was a school for
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the children, an orchestra, a brass
band, a drama troupe and a chorus,

With the proceeds from their
businesses, they bought land—lots
of it, Ar one time, they owned
between 6,000 and 75000 acres.
meluding all of Fort Myers Beach
and Mound Key and much of
Estero. They incorporated the town
of Estero, whach was summarily de-
mcorporated by the citizens of Lee
County,

'rq-l:d \.Eilrrcd |'| 14 O |N_,'II1E1L';]|

Teed sketched plans for
a city of 36 square miles,
laid out in a star pattern
with crushed-shell
walkways.

party and told his people how they
should wote, This deew the ire of
Fort Myers residents, A scuflle over
politics came to fstcuffs: The twown
marshal delvvered several strong
blows to Teed's head, injuries that
led to his death two vears later,
When Teed died, a few days
before Christmas 1o T, his
folloawers put him in the zine box he
had used as a bathtub, They waited
fior kis resurrection. When his fesh
began o rot and lesions appeared on
his skin, the brothers and sisters of
the Unity called the children to see
the body, telling them the lesions
were 1 sign of life: Their messiah

was coming back,

The wake was chronicled by The
New York Times and in papers all
over the country. On Christmas
Eve, the Times predicted, “the
sect will be disbanded unless the
resurrcction of Koresh occurs
tonmorrony.”

His body blackened and bloared,
and he took on the appearance of
the Egyptian god Horus, several
Koreshans wrote, Hieroglvphics
<|:|'|:|'l-:;.||‘|,'l_1 o |'|'|'{ |i|'|'||.!l~'-. H-u[ I":.l,"

did not resurrect. The health
department intervened and forced
his burtal. The Koreshans pur Teed's
body i a tomb on Fore Myers
Beach. A hurricane in 1921 washed
him ineo the Gulf of Mexico.

Utopia in Decline

Membership fell off after Teed's
death, but the
Koreshans Lived
omn for mamy
vears, People who
know about the
Koreshans believe
that they were
all celibate. And,
in face, the inner
circle—the most
prous—wvas. Bur
two outer circles
of believers were
not, and some of
ther descendanes
live i Souchwest
Florida.

Thomas Edison, whao wintered in
Fort Myvers, attended dramas in the
KI_JIL"CI'IiIII ."l.l'[ Hu.” .|r:|d -dru.nk [ed
with the brothers and sisters in the
Roustic Tea Garden. In face, Edison
and his wife celebrated has 81st
birthday there with the Fords and
Firestones. Tronically, that night the
electricity went out, and they ate by
candlelight.

By the 19405, most of the
Koreshans were pone, Many had
become distllusioned; the faithful
grew old. In 1964, the last origimal
Koredhan, Vesta Mewcomb, stopped

sortinued on po 212



THE KOILESHAMS: LEGACY ARIY
QUESTIOMNS

from il 7

COMITH]
believing

“T did |believe] uneil the boys
landed on the moon, When that
happened, 1 knew it couldn’t
possibly be prue”

What remained was the land,
uow clearly on the outside of the
earth, halfway between MNaples
and Fort Mwers, and gaming in
vitlue, The state of Florida got a
chunk of 1t and turned it oo a state
park, campground and histornic site
where the |_‘|:|.L'l_'1'_-.'._ machine It.|‘!|,_|]l._
Art Hall and Planetary Court have
been restored, Shell paths conmect
the buildings, and the grounds are

!._llll,‘lm': u'd W |:|"1 |:||)'-.'-.;_'r|:u"\_1-. suinken

grardens and giant bamboo from
Edison’s estate.

The rest of the park 15 a wilderness
I:_I-f.]IIHI,'_ ;'u:_‘:1|!.'|tl L&, |_'._|'l'l|,'|:qi_:\_' |'-.|=1|I
amd lve cak. Gopher tortoses
lumber across prairies of palmetto;
armadillos and marsh rabbits forage

m the dirt; snakes weave along

the ground—~black racers and the
occasional diamond-back rattler and
endangered indigo.

What Remains

At the corner of LS. 41 and
Corkscrew Foad, across from the
state park, there's a wooden building
shaped like a nautilus shell, It hidden
b trees. A sign on Corkserew Rooad
says “College of Life Foundation.™
The driveway gate has too “Private
i |)|'-:'| I."_-.'. .‘\l-:_l 5r|,'a|l-:|-\.-i| |;" \I;n\. This
15 what is left of Teeds original MNew

Jersey corporation, now a private

nonprofit,

Ask most ;1|.'|_;-|1|:' what HOCE 00
here, and vou'll get a sheug, even
from Koreshan descendants, One of
them told me not to come here, Mot
o write this story. But he wouldn't
say' why, The man in charge of
the foundation, Charles Dauray,
encouraged me o visit. He wanted
o set the record straight,

There is no college at the College

of Life Foundartion: the name comes
fromm the school Teed started in
Chicago in the 1880, which was
never a college either, according to
Daaray,

"You worked for six months, gave
him vour worldly possessions, and

he gan

-\.;.‘:_'-;_

vou a diploma,” Daaray

He showed me around, The roof
leaks, he savs, and the building
will be leveled eventually. The
:_1:“.-':_"||_:-|'-|,'|’ who owns the land,
which originally belonged o
the Koreshans, plans to build a
commumty along the Estero Raver
if.rln; |'|.'._|| esfarg |'|'|.|rk|_'r |'-:| k= |,||'.
The main room—the outer,
sweeping curve of the nautilus—has
Aoor-to-cethng windows thar offer
a wriew ur-r|'.|,' [Tees :|1|:_‘|._ :_'l-;"_.'ulld
them, Hashes of cars speeding by
on LLS. 41. The curtains on the
upper windows were Dauray's idea.
I'I"‘u":.'-l e white with !_:-;_||\_1 and ]||,|r]l|-;_'
trim, representing the brilliant mist

that Cyrus’ angel emerged from
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during the 1H69 illumination that
started it all.

[nside are a handful of Koreshan
artifacts. There's the lollipop
welght scale that once stood 1 the
general store, A model of Teed's
globe, hinged open to reveal the
CONMnents J:!id okt ale rIL:_'_ l.'hl." :\.hr.'”
and a cobale=blue ball at the center
cens, Teed's

headstone, which withstood the

representing the hed

1921 hurricane, leans aganst a
wall: “Cyrus, iﬁ-il-\'|l|'ll,'ln1. Stone of
[srael.” The baby grand piano from
1577 that traveled by boxcar from
Chicago ars beneath the Koreshan
!"ng_' bt
Eeptin a glass display case, All of
chiis, Dauray savs, will slowly make

qral ancieit r‘_.'|r;_"-.'-.'| ih_'l & Are

1ts way to the state historic sige,
!_HI.._II'III,' ur'.r .||||,':||,1':. h._l-.. rI|;- Il".lrll':'l

rattlesmake garters Teed strapped

o his shins, several pairs of his

h|H."|.'I..:I.'|.I."i. and his business cards.

The str g |_1i. cursive legrers :|1-i!_'r

his mame iz longer than the name

wself. Most of the degrees, he seems

MPLET
Shootount
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to have invented: Cyrus R, Teed,
AN, PRD,, L, D, 10, I

There was a headless torso of a
mannequin thar wore Teeds white
vesr, his eagle claw stickpin and his
cravat, which he wore 1na loose
bow. The state has it and will soon
seiwd 1t on a tour of county libraries.

There were papers here, tom
books that belonged to the
Koreshans, their accounting ledgers,
letters to cach other and 1vntations
o Teed's lectures, These were
transferred to the state archives in
Tallahassee a few vears ago—maore
tham 34} bankers boxes full. One
Ay kit i T .|i !.ll'l:l.wl,"r |'§_I|\_1 e I|'!:|.r
the collection was in such disarcay
that 1t was clear there had been Lictle
Attempt [ organize it

| ]‘.II,II.\,I':\.' LjL_Ii'~III| l\rlil“-.-'!_" Tit
Koreshanity, but he admires Cyruos
Teed's charisma

“You don't bring people to
aswamp with ractlesnakes and
chiggers and buald an empre. He

damn near did it. [f he had lived

en more years, Roreshamy would
be a 55 billien operation,™ he says,
referring to the success of Teed's
business ventures and the value of
the land Teed amassed.

"Teed would have lannched
Koreshaniey,” he savs. " Because
when vou're going 18,700 miles per

hour i orbit, there's centrifi
force that keeps vou pomg”

As he finishes saying this, he holds
my gaze and widens his eyes
penetrating eves, I unperving antil
he adds o wry simile, and T realize he's
mtentionally channeling Teed.

Roecently, Dauray dressed as
'|'|,‘-:;;_1 ':;_H' H |'1._|'.'|"| {'.ll._||||||'| 1.|‘:|_1-:_|r At
the historic site. He showed me a
picture. Except for his height (he is
taller than the shight Teed), he was a
..'ir:.'d |'|||;|,"1.

How did this curious private
muscum come to be? One theory
15 that Hedwig Machel, who took
over the or EAMIZATION fi Tl |,"|;1:_'r|‘_.'
believers in 1764, becme bitter after
she donated land o the state. She
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took artifacts from the state site and
put them in what is now the College
of Life building, Dantay suesses she
intended to compete with the historic
site by charging admassion w her
small musenm, But no one was much
interested in seeing the Koreshans'
possesstons. The real value was the
land. Thats how the foundartion got
its monev—sales of Koreshan and
not=Koreshan property.

When Dauray took charge, he
met with considerable mistrust from
commumity historians and Koreshan
descendants. His epponents called
the foundation a scam entity,
Ixauray savs his predecessors are
respansible for that bad rap. They
are the ones wheo sold land that
belonged to the Koreshans, One
director, now deceased, even took
Koreshan furmmure and put it in her
own home. Dauray reters to chis era
in the foundaton's history as “B.C
(before Charles),

e says he was accused of selling
off Koreshan artifacts ar Aea markets,
and his life was even threatened in
22 There were two phone calls
{(he thinks they were from the same
person) after 9 one nighe.

“Aflter ¥ o'clock in Estero,”
Draurav says, “if vou're not asleep,
you're probably not sober”

This incident, and Txaurav’s
response, recalls the persecution Teed
encountered from Chicagoe and Fort
Mivers residents many vears ago.

How did Dhuray come to be
in charge of the foundation? Ask
descendants and neighbors, and
you'll hear that he was waiting
tables when he met the powerful
Maples attorney wha put him in
charge. One person old me he was
the lawn man for the propercy, Mo
one wanted to o on record.

Drauray cites his background in
finance and a deep love of history. He
chaired the Collier County Historic
Sociery for many vears and now
sits on the board of the Halocaust
Museum and Education Center of
Southwest Flonda, After becomang
chairman of the College of Life
Foundation, he made the unpopular
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mowve of reducing the board, which
included Koreshan descendants, from
nine ieinbers to three, and making
those same three emplovess of the
foundation. He did this, he savs, 1o
make the foundation more efficient,

“Had I not come here, the
foundation would be broke,”
Dauray savs. T find it ironic that
many people who complain the
loudest are quier about being the
recipients of our donations.”

The foundation now donates to
commumty inisatives that comeide
with the Koreshans” original
iteresti—reading and eco=Triendly
ACTIVICIES, MOney 1o SUPPorT 3
proposed museum studies program
at Flonda Gulf Coast Universicy,
and funds to move two of Estero's
hisrorie buildings to Estero
Community Park.

Things have changed, he says, and
thie community has moved along,

What happened to all the land the
Koreshans owned? OF the original
thousands, only 76 acres remain,
and these are proteceed from
development by a covenant from
The Mature Conservancy,

Mose of 1t was taken over by
squatters alter Teed died, Dauray
savs, Soime went to the state of
Florida for the historic site. The last
large parcel was sold by Daurav's
predecessors, to the developer
who built Pelican Sound Golf and
River Club. The cemetery was nat
inchoded in the $53.1 million deal.

With this monevy, the foundaton,
under Dauray, bought several parcels
around the Estero River with the
purpose of building a mixved-use
community. When Estero residents
apposed this, the foundation sold
the land 1o a developer and financed
the sale. Then the real estate market
crashied. When the land value
ranked, the foundation forgave a
large chunk of the loan.

Iuray claims that under s
watch, the foundation never sold land
that belonged to the Koreshans—and
that 15 mostly true, But in 2000, the
foundation sold the cemetery for
$250,000 to the developer of Pelican
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Sound Golf and Rover Chub.

Bill Grace, a Koreshan
descendent, 15 a vocal opponent of
[auray. He was mfuriated when
he heard that Dauray had sold the
Cenweiery,

"W hae was he thinkings™

I asked Dauray why he sold i

“This isn't Graceland we're
talking about,” Dauray said. The
folks at Pelican Sound wold him that
only five or so people visit it every
year. "It wasn’t serving a beneficial
purpose to the fomndaton,”

“Bue,” T said, “vou can understand
why people would say that selling
the gravevard isn’t in lime with
your mission to preserve Koreshan
history,”

He looked ac me and said, "t
being preserved.”

Im a ewist chat would itk Grace,
Dauray could be right. Pelican
Sound's peneral manager, lim
Whitmore, savs thar if the developer
builds on that land, the gravevard wall
be fenced off and maintained. Flonda
laros prohibits moving the bodies,

Sa there lie many of the
Koreshans, imside the earth under
the large slash pines, waiting for
resurrection, If only they could
see their community: 27 holes of
wolt, six Har-Tra tenmis courts, a
fitness center, pools, cwo dining
venues, a boat launch on the
Estero Fover and meticuloushy
landscaped grounds with red and
pink impatiens, lirtope grass, and
coconut and reclinata pralins,

The history page of Pelican
Sound's website makes no mention
of the Koreshans, Ar one time, the
welcome page alluded to ie—though
this probably was not intentional.

“The Sound is calling vou, Pass
through our gates and experience
life on the other side ... After a
short visit, we're sure vou'll agree,
Pelican Sound 15 the naturally
perfect place to be,"

Lyn Millwer is an associate professor
of fournalism at Florida Cull Coast
Liniversity, She is working o 2 ook
abwrnis the Koveshans for the Thiversiry
Press of Flovida.
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